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Introduction to The Opposition Party

The Opposition Party was founded in September 1998 as the only official publication of the China Democracy Party during
its formative years. Initiated in Zhejiang by Mao Qingxiang, with members of the Zhejiang Preparatory Committee editing in
rotation, the journal was dedicated to advancing the values of democracy, human rights, and civic participation in China. By
its ninth issue, most of its editors had been arrested; even so, Nie Minzhi, Chen Shuging, and Wang Rongqing continued until
the eleventh issue, when further arrests forced it into silence. For years, the publication remained a symbol of democratic as
piration and the sacrifices borne by its founders.

After twenty-seven years, the flame was reignited. On June 25, 2025, through the joint efforts of veteran leaders Mao Qingx
iang, Xie Changta, Zhu Yufu, and Zheng Cunzhu, together with a new generation of overseas activists, The Opposition Party
was successfully revived in Los Angeles. Its reappearance not only honors those who endured prison and repression but also
reaffirms the commitment to record truth, preserve memory, and carry forward the ideals of freedom and human dignity.

The renewed The Opposition Party is published monthly, in both digital and print editions, with sections such as Seeds of
Thought, China Unveiled, Paths of the Movement, Video Columns, Serialized Works, and Archives. It maintains an official we
bsite at www.zyd1998.com As a platform for dissent, it seeks to amplify voices silenced inside China, to link the efforts of act
ivists at home and abroad, and to ensure that the struggles of past and present are neither erased nor forgotten. Above all, it
stands as both a witness to history and a torch for the future, sustaining the spirit of opposition through changing times.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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On Hu Xiaoling, Wife of Chinese Democracy Party
Member Mao Qingxiang

Hu Xiaoling, the wife of Chinese Democracy Party member
Mao Qingxiang, represents a group in Zhejiang comparable
to the “Decembrist wives” of Tsarist Russia. Born into a pr
ominent family, her maternal lineage traces back to Jiang
Guangyu, a well known Qing dynasty book collector, whose
residence “Yanfentang” was once famous in Jiaxing.

Her mother was well educated, spoke fluent English, and wo
rked in an important department of the Hangzhou railway
system during the Republican era. After 1949, due to a past
connection with the Nationalist Youth League and her fami
ly background, she experienced repeated political persecut
ion. This left a deep imprint on Hu Xiaoling” s early life and
later influenced her support for Mao Qingxiang.

Mao, born in 1950 in Hangzhou, had served in the Shangh
al Garrison and later worked in a factory. He was involved
in the 1976 April Fifth Movement and later became active in
the Democracy Wall movement in Hangzhou. In 1981, desp
ite strong opposition from her family, Hu Xiaoling chose to
marry him.

Shortly after their marriage, Mao was arrested and sente
nced to three years in prison. After his release, he continu
ed his activities. In 1999, he was again detained for particip
ating in the founding of the Chinese Democracy Party and
was sentenced to eight years in prison. Altogether, he spent
more than eleven years in prison.

During these years, Hu Xiaoling carried the full burden of fa
mily life. She cared for elderly parents, raised their child, ma
intained employment, and visited her husband regularly in
prison. These visits were essential, both to provide emotion
al support and to understand his situation inside.

She also extended help to other families of imprisoned me
mbers, offering financial support and encouragement. Over
time, this formed a network of mutual assistance among the
wives, strengthening their resilience under pressure.

Despite financial hardship, she supported her child” s educ
ation. Her son later built a career in Dubai, creating a media
platform and publishing a book on overseas Chinese experi
ences.

Now in her seventies and in poor health, Hu Xiaoling still vis

its and cares for elderly parents of imprisoned activists. Her
life reflects endurance, responsibility, and quiet strength.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Statement in Response to the Administrative Reco
nsideration Reply

This document is Chen Shuging’ s response to a governm
ent reply concerning his pension eligibility and contribution
record. He argues that the social security authority lacks leg
al basis in denying certain deemed contribution periods and
has acted inconsistently by accepting payments but later rej
ecting obligations. The statement highlights issues of fairne
ss, good faith, and unequal standards in administrative prac
tice. It also points to the disregard of international human ri
ghts principles related to labor and social protection. Chen
requests that the authority address the unresolved legal iss
ues and issue a lawful and fair reconsideration decision rest
oring his pension rights.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference Proposal: Restore the Normal Functions of the CPPCC
by Inviting Opposition Parties and Dissidents to Participate

This proposal, submitted by members of the China Democracy Party, calls for restoring the original functions of the Chinese
People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) as a genuine platform for political consultation. It argues that the CPPCC
has deviated from its founding purpose of including representatives from diverse political parties, social groups, and viewpo
ints, and has instead become largely symbolic, lacking real pluralism and meaningful debate.

Historically, the CPPCC was established in 1949 to unite different political forces and deliberate national affairs. Early sessio
ns included representatives from multiple parties and independent figures, allowing for the expression of diverse opinions.
However, after political campaigns in the late 1950s, especially following the Anti Rightist Movement, its consultative functi
on was weakened. Independent voices were suppressed, and dissent became restricted.

The proposal states that today's CPPCC lacks real diversity. Existing "democratic parties" operate under the leadership of the
Communist Party, and no genuine opposition or independent dissenting voices are represented. As a result, the CPPCC no
longer fulfills its intended role.

To address this, the proposal offers several recommendations. These include opening CPPCC membership to opposition pa
rties and independent groups, inviting dissidents, intellectuals, and civil society representatives to participate, and guarante
eing freedom of speech for all members without political consequences. It also calls for a mandatory response mechanism
for proposals, reform of member selection to improve representation, and greater transparency by opening meetings to the
public.

The proposal argues that these reforms align with constitutional principles of freedom of expression and association, and
that excluding dissent weakens governance. It emphasizes that a diverse society requires inclusive political consultation,

and that allowing different views would improve decision making and strengthen legitimacy.

In conclusion, the proposal states that political consultation requires pluralism. Without opposition participation, consultati
on loses meaning. It calls for the CPPCC to return to its original role as a genuine multiparty consultative platform.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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An Open Letter to Mr. Zhu Yufu

This text is an open letter responding to a proposal by Zhu Yufu and Zheng Cunzhu regarding the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC). The author expresses respect for Zhu's long standing commitment to democratic ideals
and acknowledges the constructive intention behind proposing to restore the CPPCC's original consultative function by incl
uding opposition parties and dissenting voices.

However, the letter raises fundamental doubts about the feasibility of such reforms within the current political structure. It
argues that after more than seventy years of rule, the existing system has developed into a highly closed and self protecting
structure. Historical experience, especially the Anti Rightist Movement of 1957, is cited as evidence that earlier attempts at li

mited political openness were followed by severe repression, leading to long term consequences for those who participat
ed.

The author further observes that the CPPCC, while designed as a multiparty consultative bodly, has in practice become large
ly symbolic. The existing "democratic parties" are described as operating within the framework of acceptance of Communist
Party leadership, lacking independent political capacity or effective oversight. As a result, the institution no longer functions
as a genuine platform for policy debate or supervision.

The letter questions the key assumption behind the proposal, namely that the current political system would be willing to
open itself to real competition and dissent. It argues that recent developments indicate the opposite trend, with tighter cont
rol over media, civil society, and public expression. In this context, the inclusion of opposition voices in the CPPCC is viewed
as unrealistic.

The author concludes that relying on internal reform alone is unlikely to address deeper structural issues. Instead, historical
patterns suggest that meaningful political change often emerges from broader social and institutional pressures. While main
taining a commitment to peaceful and rational principles, the letter emphasizes the importance of continued discussion, ref
lection, and accountability in any future transformation.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Liberator: Architect of a New International Order

This text presents a political narrative in which the United St
ates, under President Donald J. Trump, is framed as a "liber
ator" shaping a new global order. Following a military strike
on Iran, it argues that regimes using sovereignty to justify re
pression have lost legitimacy. Sovereignty is redefined as be
longing to the people rather than rulers. The text portrays in
tervention as a duty to end tyranny and establish a new ord
er based on freedom, accountability, and human rights.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Hundred Day Memorial of the Hong Fook Court
Fire: What Is Happening in Hong Kong After the Dis
aster

As of March 6, 2026, one hundred days have passed since
the fire at Hong Fook Court in Tai Po, Hong Kong. The blaze,
which began on November 26, 2025, spread across seven
high rise residential buildings, burned for over forty hours,
and caused 168 deaths and 79 injuries. It became one of the
deadliest fires in Hong Kong's history. The government esta
blished an independent inquiry, with hearings scheduled for
March and a final report expected around September. Howe
ver, developments after the disaster have raised doubts abo
ut whether the investigation will fully address public concer
ns.

Several events during these one hundred days stand out. A
university student who called for an independent investigati
on was arrested and later expelled, with authorities citing pr
ior misconduct. Questions of accountability have also been
largely absent. Despite the scale of the tragedy, no senior of
ficials have been held responsible, while official statements
have praised existing leadership. The government has also
refused to release the names of the victims, citing privacy co
ncerns, which contrasts with practices in many societies wh
ere transparency is considered essential.

Other developments have influenced public perception. Me
dia figure Jimmy Lai was sentenced to twenty years in pris
on under national security charges, raising concerns about
Jjudicial independence and press freedom. Meanwhile, the
government proposed expanding a surveillance system kn
own as SmartView, involving tens of thousands of cameras
with facial recognition and data analysis functions, leading
to fears of increased monitoring.

The cause of the fire remains under investigation, with early
reports suggesting that construction materials may not have
met safety standards. This has raised concerns about regul
atory gaps and possible corruption. More broadly, the disas
ter has intensified questions about changes in Hong Kong's
governance.

Since 2019, after large scale protests and the introduction of
the National Security Law, Hong Kong's political and social
environment has shifted significantly. Restrictions on media,
civil society, and public expression have increased, while ov
ersight mechanisms have weakened.

One hundred days after the fire, the loss of life continues to

demand answers. Whether the final report will provide clari
ty or leave key issues unresolved remains uncertain.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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On the Value of Freedom of Expression: Reflections
on the Li Yanhe Case

On February 17, 2025, Li Yanhe was sentenced by the Shang
hai First Intermediate People's Court to three years in prison
for "inciting secession,” along with one year of political righ
ts deprivation and a fine. His case drew attention due to lim
ited public information prior to the verdict. Li, a Taiwanese
publisher, had long published books on Chinese history, pol
itics, and society, and was detained in Shanghai in 2023.

The author reflects on personal experience of being pressur
ed by police to remove online content, highlighting the limi
ted space for expression. The text argues that without open
discussion, societies lose the ability to self correct.

After moving abroad, the author experienced a different en
vironment where expression is more open and participated
in public activities related to human rights. The case unders
cores how systems shape the consequences of speech and
why freedom of expression remains essential.
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"Political Purge" Does Not Equal "Institutional Tra
nsformation"

This article argues that the removal or death of an authorita
rian leader does not automatically lead to meaningful polit
ical change. In public discourse, events such as the capture
of Nicolas Maduro or the killing of Ali Khamenei are often int
erpreted as decisive turning points. However, the author em
phasizes that such moments are political events rather than
structural transformations.

The central argument is that authoritarianism is not defined
by an individual, but by a system of concentrated power. In
cases such as Venezuela and Iran, authority is embedded in
institutions including the military, judiciary, and ideological
structures. Even if a leader is removed, these systems may re
main intact and continue to function. Without structural re
organization, political outcomes are unlikely to shift toward
greater openness.

The article highlights that such regimes often prepare for le
adership transitions through layered succession mechanis
ms. This institutional resilience allows them to absorb sho
cks and maintain continuity. In Iran, for example, the pow
er structure involving the supreme leader, the Revolutiona
ry Guard, and religious oversight bodies forms a system that
does not depend on a single individual. As a result, leadersh
ip change may reinforce rather than weaken centralized con
trol.

The author warns against the illusion that removing a stron
gman will naturally produce democracy. Historical experien
ce suggests that power vacuums in highly centralized syste
ms often lead to internal reorganization rather than liberaliz
ation. In some cases, instability can even justify further cons
olidation of authority.

A key distinction is made between events and structures.
The removal of a leader is a symbolic moment, while genui
ne transformation requires changes in how power is distribu
ted, supervised, and limited. Democracy depends on institu
tional design, including legal constraints, independent instit
utions, and broadly accepted rules.

The discussion extends to China, where some voices focus
on the idea of removing a top leader. The author argues that
this perspective misunderstands the nature of the system,
which is sustained by a complex network of party, military,
administrative, and propaganda structures.

Ultimately, real political change depends on restructuring
power rather than targeting individuals. The end of authorit
arian rule is not defined by the fall of a person, but by the di
smantling of the system that enables concentrated power.
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In China, Does Prayer Require a "Permit"?: On the
Absurd Situation of House Churches

This article examines the situation of Christian house church
es in China, highlighting the contrast between officially app
roved religious practice and informal gatherings. In many co
untries, religious belief is treated as a personal matter, but
in China, participation is often expected to follow state regu
lated channels such as the government sanctioned "Three
Self Church," where activities are registered, supervised, and
approved.

However, some believers prefer small, informal gatherings
in private homes for prayer, reading scripture, and sharing fa
ith. These house churches, though limited in scale and non
public in nature, are sometimes classified as "illegal religio
us activities." As a result, ordinary practices such as reading
the Bible or holding a small prayer meeting may attract adm
inistrative attention or intervention.

The article questions whether faith can remain genuine if it
is subject to approval processes. It argues that religious bel
ief should belong to individual conscience rather than bure
aucratic regulation. Ultimately, it suggests that a truly open
society is one in which people can think, speak, and believe
freely without fear or restriction.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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When Dictators Become the Cost of War: From Iran
's "Decapitation Strike" to Asymmetric Deterrence
in the Taiwan Strait

This article examines the shift in modern warfare from tradi
tional large scale confrontation to targeted "decapitation str
ikes," using a recent U.S. and Israel operation against Iran as
a central case. The event, taking place on February 28, 2026,
coincided with Taiwan's commemoration of the 1947 "Febr
uary 28 Incident," giving the date dual symbolic meaning in
both historical memory and contemporary geopolitics.

The author argues that this operation reflects a fundament
al transformation in the logic of war. In the twentieth centu
ry, military outcomes depended largely on industrial capac
ity, troop numbers, and resource mobilization. By contrast,
modern warfare increasingly emphasizes precision strikes
against leadership and command structures. The successful
targeting of a highly protected national leader suggests that
technological capability and intelligence integration now ou
tweigh numerical strength.

The Iran case illustrates the limits of conventional military
power. Despite long standing claims of advanced missile sys
tems and air defenses, these assets proved ineffective again
st coordinated operations involving stealth platforms, electr
onic warfare, and real time intelligence networks. The result
highlights a growing reality: technological asymmetry, rath
er than quantity, determines battlefield effectiveness.

The article extends this analysis to China's military posture,
noting that large scale displays of weapons may not guaran
tee actual combat resilience. Forces that lack experience in
high intensity conflict environments may be especially vuln
erable to precision targeting and electronic disruption.

For Taiwan, the implications are significant. Unable to mat
ch China in scale, Taiwan must adopt asymmetric deterren
ce. This strategy focuses not on destroying large numbers of
enemy forces, but on imposing direct risk on decision mak
ers. If initiating war exposes leaders themselves to personal
danger, deterrence becomes more immediate and psycholo
gically effective.

The author also emphasizes the structural weakness of auth
oritarian systems. While centralized power may improve eff
iciency, it creates dependency on a narrow leadership core.
Removing that core can destabilize the entire system. In co
ntrast, democratic systems, with distributed authority, are
more resilient.

Ultimately, the article concludes that modern deterrence is
both military and psychological. Peace depends on reshap
ing how leaders calculate risk, shifting the cost of war from
abstract national losses to concrete personal consequences.
For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Those Who Fed China Have Been Abandoned by It:
On the Pension Crisis of Chinese Farmers and the
Moral Bankruptcy of CCP Rule

This article argues that a 20 yuan pension increase for rural
elderly reveals deep structural inequality. Despite China's ec
onomic scale, over 130 million farmers receive minimal sup
port. The disparity stems from decades of policies that extr
acted rural labor while excluding farmers from welfare syst
ems. Pension gaps between urban and rural groups remain
extreme. The author contends the issue is not lack of resou
rces, but political priorities, showing a system that neglects
its most vulnerable citizens while maintaining state power
and elite interests.
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Why | Had to Flee China

This personal account explains the author's decision to le
ave China through family history and lived experience. The
narrative begins with memories of past political campaig
ns. The author's grandfather died during the famine of the
1960s, and a relative was forced to terminate a pregnancy
under family planning enforcement in the 1980s. These eve
nts are presented as formative experiences shaping the fami
ly's perception of the political system.

The author then describes structural challenges encounter
ed in contemporary life. The household registration system
is said to limit access to urban education for migrant famili
es, contributing to long term family separation and psychol
ogical strain. The healthcare system is portrayed as profit dr
iven, with patients facing high costs and inconsistent treatm
ent approaches. In education, the author observes ideologi
cal messaging and barriers linked to housing and social sec
urity requirements. Economic policy is described as unstab
le, with sudden regulatory changes affecting private busine
ss and personal livelihoods.

Drawing from these experiences, the author concludes that
the political system prioritizes control and stability over in
dividual welfare. The cumulative effect of historical trauma
and present day constraints leads to a sense of insecurity
and lack of long term predictability. For the author, leaving
China is not framed as a simple choice, but as a necessary re
sponse to a system perceived as restrictive and uncertain.

The text emphasizes that departure is both an emotional
and practical decision, shaped by concern for family, future

generations, and personal autonomy.
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Women's Voices in an Authoritarian Era

Written for International Women's Day 2026, this essay expl
ores the gradual disappearance of women's and LGBTQ voi
ces within China's increasingly restrictive public sphere. Wh
ile daily urban life appears unchanged, online spaces reveal
tightening control: feminist bloggers vanish, LGBTQ comm
unities are shut down, and public discussions on gender, se
xuality, and personal autonomy are increasingly censored.
The essay argues that this contraction is not incidental but
reflects deeper ideological tensions between state priorities
and individual rights.

Within official discourse, women are often framed as mothe
rs, wives, and caregivers, particularly in response to demogr
aphic concerns such as declining birth rates. Policies encou
raging marriage and childbirth, alongside restrictions on alt
ernative life choices, suggest that women's bodies are being
incorporated into state governance. In this context, feminist
ideas emphasizing autonomy and equality are frequently la
beled as disruptive or foreign.

Several high-profile incidents illustrate these dynamics. The
"chained woman" case in Xuzhou exposed human trafficki
ng and systemic failures, yet public inquiry was constrained
and information tightly controlled. The detention of the "Fe
minist Five" in 2015 marked a turning point, signaling offici
al suspicion toward grassroots gender activism. The #MeToo
case involving Xianzi and the disappearance of tennis player
Peng Shuai further demonstrated the limits of public accou
ntability when allegations intersect with political sensitiviti
es. Meanwhile, LGBTQ student organizations have been shut
down, reinforcing a narrowing of acceptable social expressi
on.

The essay situates these developments within a broader pa
ttern seen in some authoritarian contexts, where gender iss
ues are linked to national identity, population strategy, and
social order. Women's movements, with their capacity to
mobilize across social groups, are often perceived as politic
ally sensitive.

Despite censorship, the text emphasizes that memory and
expression persist beyond formal suppression. Deleted po
sts, silenced accounts, and fragmented narratives continue
to circulate privately and internationally, shaping collective
awareness. Ultimately, the essay suggests that while voices
may be temporarily muted, the underlying questions of dig
nity, autonomy, and equality remain unresolved and contin
ue to resonate beneath the surface of controlled discourse.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Their Suffering Should Not Be Hidden by the Holid
ay

Written for International Women's Day, this essay reflects on
the condition of women in mainland China and Hong Kong
who have faced repression for speaking out, defending rig
hts, or seeking truth. Rather than celebrating with flowers
and praise, the author emphasizes remembrance of female
Jjournalists, lawyers, activists, scholars, and ordinary citizens
who have been detained, imprisoned, surveilled, or otherw
ise punished for their actions. These women, the author arg
ues, did not commit crimes but exercised basic moral coura
ge by telling the truth or demanding justice.

Drawing from personal experience as a Chinese exile, the
author describes how information control and censorship
once obscured awareness of such cases. Only after leaving
China did the scale of these women's sacrifices become fully
visible. Examples cited include Zhang Zhan, Huang Xuegqin,
Li Qiaochu, and He Fangmei, as well as earlier figures such
as Cao Shunli and Ni Yulan. Their experiences, the essay arg
ues, demonstrate a pattern in which women who refuse sile
nce are treated as threats.

The situation in Hong Kong is presented as part of the same
trajectory. Following the implementation of the National Se
curity Law, female activists such as Chow Hang-tung, Gwyn
eth Ho, and others have been prosecuted or imprisoned for
peaceful political participation. Some activists abroad conti
nue to face pressure and threats, with repercussions extendi
ng to their families.

The essay further argues that repression of women often inc
ludes psychological, social, and familial consequences beyo
nd legal punishment, making it particularly severe. A system
that claims to promote gender equality while penalizing out
spoken women is described as internally contradictory. The
author frames these cases as evidence of a broader environ
ment in which dissent is equated with danger.

From a personal perspective as a husband and father, the
author connects these issues to family and social values, ar
guing that a society that fails to protect women undermines
its own moral foundation. The women highlighted are portr
ayed not as symbolic figures, but as individuals whose persi
stence exposes deeper systemic issues.

Ultimately, the essay calls for recognition of these women
as central to understanding contemporary Chinese society.
Their experiences, the author suggests, should be remembe
red not only as individual tragedies but as part of a broader
narrative about rights, dignity, and public memory.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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BXo
Sculpture as Memory, Art as Witness

On February 28, 2026, Ella Wang presented sculptures at the
Los Angeles June Fourth Memorial Museum to honor Wang
Bingzhang. Her works use abstract forms to express memo
ry, history, and the pursuit of freedom. Speakers noted that
art helps preserve historical awareness. The exhibition sho
ws how personal memory can become shared reflection.
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Ding Jiaxi: | Want to Be a Butterfly Whose Wings Ne
ver Stop, One That Will Stir a Hurricane of Social Ch
ange

Ding Jiaxi, born in 1967 in rural Hubei, is a human rights law
yer and a key figure in the New Citizens Movement. His life
reflects decades of political and social change in post-Mao
China, moving from scientist to successful commercial lawy
er, and eventually to a public advocate for civil rights.

In the 1980s, Ding studied aerospace engineering at Beiha
ng University, representing a generation that believed scien
ce could strengthen the nation. After working in research ins
titutes, he became disillusioned with a system that prioritiz
ed advancement over genuine innovation. He later obtained
a legal qualification and entered the legal profession.

As a commercial lawyer, Ding built a successful career, foun
ding a law firm and specializing in corporate and intellectual
property law. However, repeated encounters with injustice
led him to question deeper institutional problems. He join
ed the China Democratic League, hoping to promote reform
from within, but soon realized its limited role in a tightly con
trolled political system.

A turning point came during his time as a visiting scholar in
the United States, where he gained broader exposure to de
mocratic ideas and civil society. After returning to China in
2011, he began working with Xu Zhiyong on civic initiatives,
including campaigns advocating for officials to disclose the
ir assets.

His activism brought increasing pressure from authorities.
In 2013, he was detained and later sentenced to three and
a half years in prison. In 2019, he was arrested again and in
2023 received a twelve-year sentence for subversion of state
powver.

At his trial, Ding delivered a statement titled "I Want to Be a

Butterfly," expressing his belief that persistent individual acti
on, even if small, can eventually lead to wider social change.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Listen Again to "Nothing to My Name"

This essay revisits Cui Jian” s song "Nothing to My Name"
as a lens for examining generational shifts in values in Chi
na. For those who came of age in the late 1980s, especially
around 1989, the song symbolized idealism, sacrifice, and a
willingness to exchange material comfort for freedom and di
gnity. The author contrasts this with what he sees as a stron
ger focus on material success among many young people to
day.

He raises a central question: if someone truly has nothing,
would others still choose to follow them? In his view, fewer
people are willing to prioritize ideals over tangible benefits.
Over time, a value system has taken hold that equates succe
ss with wealth and stability, while treating moral conviction
as impractical. When forced to choose between material sec
urity and inner values, most people choose the former.

Historical examples illustrate alternative choices. Mei Lanfa
ng refused to perform during the Japanese occupation, sa
crificing income for principle. Cui Jian faced bans after his
1989 performance but did not compromise. Such figures, ho
wever, remain rare. In everyday life, most individuals adapt
to prevailing systems and justify it as necessity.

The essay criticizes a mindset that defines "practical action”
only in terms of money, housing, or legal status, while dism
issing ideals as empty talk. It questions whether material co
mfort alone can define a meaningful life. Without moral gro
unding, material success may conceal a deeper form of emp
tiness.

The author also reflects on reactions to Google’ s withdraw
al from China, noting that many focused on economic loss
while ignoring underlying value choices. This reveals a bro
ader difficulty in distinguishing between material and non-
material priorities.

Looking back, he attributes earlier generations’  pursuit of
freedom to the contrast between long-term restriction and
brief periods of openness. Many chose to study or emigrate
abroad despite hardship, starting from nothing in exchange
for autonomy.

In contrast, he observes that many today pursue improved li
ving conditions rather than ideals, while some accept a life
defined by comfort and limited questioning. A society shap
ed by such attitudes, he warns, risks passivity.

Returning to the lyrics, the essay highlights an enduring que

stion: what does it mean to have nothing, and what truly ma
tters when everything else is stripped away.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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