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Introduction to The Opposition Party

The Opposition Party was founded in September 1998 as the only official publication of the China Democracy Party during
its formative years. Initiated in Zhejiang by Mao Qingxiang, with members of the Zhejiang Preparatory Committee editing in
rotation, the journal was dedicated to advancing the values of democracy, human rights, and civic participation in China. By
its ninth issue, most of its editors had been arrested; even so, Nie Minzhi, Chen Shuging, and Wang Rongqing continued until
the eleventh issue, when further arrests forced it into silence. For years, the publication remained a symbol of democratic as
piration and the sacrifices borne by its founders.

After twenty-seven years, the flame was reignited. On June 25, 2025, through the joint efforts of veteran leaders Mao Qingx
iang, Xie Changta, Zhu Yufu, and Zheng Cunzhu, together with a new generation of overseas activists, The Opposition Party
was successfully revived in Los Angeles. Its reappearance not only honors those who endured prison and repression but also
reaffirms the commitment to record truth, preserve memory, and carry forward the ideals of freedom and human dignity.

The renewed The Opposition Party is published monthly, in both digital and print editions, with sections such as Seeds of
Thought, China Unveiled, Paths of the Movement, Video Columns, Serialized Works, and Archives. It maintains an official we
bsite at www.zyd1998.com As a platform for dissent, it seeks to amplify voices silenced inside China, to link the efforts of act
ivists at home and abroad, and to ensure that the struggles of past and present are neither erased nor forgotten. Above all, it
stands as both a witness to history and a torch for the future, sustaining the spirit of opposition through changing times.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Accidents Under Totalitarianism 5 - Why Disasters
Become Routine

Major accidents in totalitarian states are seldom the result of
technology alone. They arise from institutions that centrali
ze authority while suppressing independent judgment. Com
plex societies rely on dispersed knowledge, yet centralized
systems assume that a few leaders can understand everythi
ng. As information moves upward, warnings are filtered, sof
tened, or concealed, leaving decision makers blind to growi
ng dangers.

Officials are rewarded for satistying superiors rather than pr
otecting the public. Reporting problems threatens careers,
while concealing them often appears safer. As a result, safe
ty investment is neglected, risks accumulate, and small failu
res evolve into large scale disasters.

Information control further weakens public safety. Indepen
dent media, experts, engineers, and workers cannot openly
expose hazards without fear of punishment. Professional ex
pertise is subordinated to political loyalty, and genuine safe
ty culture is replaced by ritual compliance.

Recruitment based on loyalty instead of competence accel
erates institutional decline. Skilled professionals lose influe
nce, corruption spreads, and oversight becomes ineffective.
Without transparent investigation, independent criticism,
and meaningful accountability, mistakes remain uncorrect
ed.

Under such conditions, disasters are not exceptional events
but predictable outcomes. They reflect a system that suppre
sses truth, discourages responsibility, and places political st
ability above public safety.

Forthe full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Accidents Under Totalitarianism 6 - Silk Wrapped
Around the Tree

Abstract: This article examines why totalitarian states emph
asize grand diplomatic ceremonies and political spectacle.
It argues that extravagant displays are not signs of confide
nce but institutional responses to weak legitimacy and the
need to reinforce political myths.

Why do totalitarian states invest so heavily in military parad
es, lavish receptions, and carefully staged diplomatic cerem
onies? Such spectacles are designed to project strength, un
ity, and historical legitimacy. Because these regimes cannot
rely on genuine public consent, they seek validation throu
gh visual symbolism and political theater.

Grand displays also serve as instruments of domestic propa
ganda. State media present foreign visits, ceremonial hono
rs, and elaborate protocol as evidence that the outside wor
ld recognizes the regime's success. These carefully managed
images reinforce loyalty, distract from economic or social pr
oblems, and strengthen the illusion of national unity.

Internationally, spectacle functions as a substitute for demo
cratic legitimacy. When governments lack electoral authoriz
ation, they increasingly depend on ritual and symbolism to
demonstrate authority. Diplomatic ceremony becomes a pe
rformance intended to impress allies, intimidate rivals, and
conceal internal weakness.

Viewed more broadly, such behavior reflects the logic of pol
itical spectacle. Power seeks not only obedience but also ad
miration. Citizens become audiences, leaders become perfo
rmers, and public life is transformed into an ongoing display
designed to preserve the ruling system.

Ultimately, diplomatic extravagance is not evidence of genu
ine national strength. Durable influence comes from effecti
ve governance, public trust, and respect for universal values
rather than choreographed ceremonies or theatrical displa

ys.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Don't Read Only the Text - What China's New Exit
and Entry Rules Really Change

In late July 2026, China released new implementing regulati
ons for its Exit and Entry Administration Law, effective Septe
mber 15. Most commentary has focused on comparing indi
vidual provisions to determine whether the rules are stricter
than before. That approach overlooks the real issue. The key
question is not what the regulations say, but how they will
be enforced within China's political system.

China does not operate solely through legal rules. Political
priorities, bureaucratic incentives, and concerns about stab
ility often carry greater weight than statutory language. For
local exit and entry officers, avoiding political responsibili
ty is usually more important than approving legitimate trav
el. Allowing thousands of people to leave creates no reward,
but approving one person later accused of sensitive activiti
es or illegal asset transfers may trigger disciplinary consequ
ences. Under this logic, refusing permission becomes the sa
fest choice.

Several provisions reinforce this discretion. Authorities may
prevent departure if someone is considered to "possibly” th
reaten industrial or technological security, a standard based
on prediction rather than proven conduct. Another article al
lows officials to withhold the reason for an exit ban if disclos
ure could affect national security or criminal investigations,
making legal challenges far more difficult.

The regulations also authorize officials to discourage travel
to certain countries, extend restrictions to citizens accused
of harming national interests overseas, and require travel ag
encies and intermediaries to report suspected violations. Th
ese measures effectively move exit control beyond border
checkpoints into earlier stages of the administrative proce
ss.

Such broad language is not accidental. It provides officials
with maximum flexibility while avoiding regulations that ap
pear overly restrictive on paper. In practice, implementation
often depends less on the written text than on political sign
als from above. Officials understand that excessive caution
is safer than taking risks.

For this reason, evaluating China's new exit and entry rul
es requires looking beyond the legal provisions themselv
es. The most significant change is not simply the addition of
new articles, but the expansion of administrative discretion
under a system where political accountability outweighs le
gal certainty. In such an environment, the practical limits ex
perienced by ordinary citizens may become far greater than
the regulations alone appear to suggest.
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Mourning for Tibetan Activist Lobga Rangzen

This commentary commemorates Tibetan activist Lobga Ra
ngzen, who died after self-immolating outside the United Na
tions in protest against Chinese government policies in Tib
et. It portrays his act as a desperate appeal for freedom, dig
nity, and international attention rather than an embrace of
death. The author argues that the United Nations has failed
to respond effectively to allegations of human rights abuses
involving Tibetans and other affected communities, criticizi
ng what is described as indifference toward authoritarian re
pression. The article urges readers to remember Lobga Ran
gzen's sacrifice, defend universal human rights, support fre
edom of belief, expression, and cultural identity, reject silen
ce in the face of injustice, encourage peaceful civic action, pr
eserve historical memory, and stand with those seeking libe
rty, accountability, dignity, mutual respect, democratic valu
es, and genuine international solidarity against political per
secution, while affirming that enduring hope depends upon
courage, truth, compassion, public conscience, and unwave
ring commitment.
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When a Tweet Becomes "Evidence" - What the Li
Weizhong Case Reveals About Fear of Free Speech

Reading the indictment against Li Weizhong, | was struck
less by the charge of "inciting subversion of state power"
than by the evidence itself. Articles, tweets, reposts, and poli
tical commentary were listed as criminal acts. Activities that
would normally be regarded as political expression became
the basis for prosecution.

One detail is especially revealing. Prosecutors reportedly
counted not only what Li posted on X, formerly Twitter, but
also the number of comments, reposts, and likes his posts
received. This suggests that the authorities are concerned
not only with what someone says, but also with how widely
those ideas spread. The reach of an opinion becomes part
of the alleged offense.

This raises a fundamental question. Why should criticism of
a ruling party be treated as an attack on the state? A political
party is not identical to a nation. Expressing support for de
mocratic reform or criticizing one-party rule is, in principle,
political speech rather than violent action. Yet within China
s political framework, criticism of the Communist Party is fr
equently equated with harming the country itself.

The indictment also serves as a warning to Chinese citize
ns living overseas. Many assume that speaking on platforms
such as X, YouTube, or Facebook places them beyond Beiji
ng's reach. The Li case suggests that overseas writings, soci
al media activity, and online interactions may still be collect
ed, preserved, and potentially used in future investigations.

This is not an abstract concern for me. Since coming to the
United States, | have joined the China Democracy Party, par
ticipated in public demonstrations, criticized one-party rule,
and contributed to *Opposition Party™. My political activiti
es have already brought visits by police to my family's home
in China and affected my business relationships there. Read
ing the indictment, | saw not only another person's case but
also a method of political deterrence.

The greatest effect of such prosecutions is not simply imp
risonment. It is encouraging others to censor themselves.
Once people begin asking whether a post should be delet
ed, whether a topic should be avoided, or whether speaking
out might endanger their families, the system has achieved
its deeper purpose.

A government confident in its legitimacy should answer criti
cism with argument, not criminal prosecution. Political disa
greement is not violence, and peaceful advocacy should not
be treated as a threat to national security. If a handful of ar
ticles or tweets can supposedly endanger a powerful state,
the more important question is not the strength of those wo
rds, but the insecurity of the government that fears them.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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State-Owned Organs

This commentary argues that organ donation cannot earn
genuine public trust without transparency, independent ov
ersight, and respect for individual rights. Using the case of a
17-year-old organ donation registrant, the author contends
that official praise campaigns fail to address widespread pu
blic concerns about consent, accountability, and the protect
ion of vulnerable people. The article distinguishes voluntary
donation from moral pressure and questions whether mean
ingful consent is possible in an environment shaped by polit
ical authority and limited public scrutiny. It concludes that a
person's body should remain under individual control, and
that public confidence depends on institutional credibility
rather than propaganda.
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Class Narrative as a Cage - On Ideology in Chinese
Literature

This article argues that modern Chinese literature has been
deeply shaped by class-centered ideology. Through examp
les from major prize-winning novels, it contends that them
es of class struggle, revolutionary consciousness, and oppo
sition to perceived enemies have become dominant narrat
ive frameworks. The author contrasts this tradition with cla
ssic Western literature, which is interpreted as emphasizing
moral responsibility, redemption, and spiritual values rath
er than class conflict. The article further suggests that prolo
nged exposure to class-based narratives has influenced bro
ader social attitudes, encouraging confrontation and the se
arch for adversaries in both public and private life. It conclu
des by advocating a shift away from perpetual struggle towa
rd personal moral cultivation, compassion, and harmony as
a healthier foundation for both literature and society.
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The Nineteenth Level: A Chinese Life

This allegorical essay imagines a nineteenth level of hell be
yond traditional mythology to portray the emotional, social,
and institutional pressures experienced by many ordinary
people in contemporary China. Beginning with birth, the nar
rative follows an individual's journey through childhood, ed
ucation, adulthood, illness, old age, and death, suggesting
that each stage is shaped by fear, conformity, uncertainty,
and relentless competition. Schools reward memorization
rather than questioning, workplaces demand endless sacrifi
ce, housing and healthcare impose crushing financial burde
ns, and personal security is overshadowed by persistent anx
iety. Instead of supernatural demons, the symbolic nineteen
th level contains an immense authoritarian machine that qu
ietly absorbs people's time, hope, independence, and digni
ty while encouraging obedience and endurance. Through co
nversations with the King of Hell, the essay argues that the
deepest suffering is not physical punishment but living an
entire lifetime without believing one deserves freedom from
fear, deception, exhaustion, or emotional numbness. Althou
gh deeply critical in tone, the conclusion ultimately express
es hope that future generations may inherit a society where
individuals can think freely, live honestly, trust one another,
and pursue meaningful lives without constant intimidation
or despair. The essay therefore presents the nineteenth lev
el not as a mythical destination, but as a powerful metaphor
inviting readers to reflect upon human dignity, personal lib
erty, social responsibility, aspirations for justice, security, co
mpassion, opportunity, resilience, solidarity, hope, everywh
ere without fear again tomorrow.
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The Nineteenth Level of Hell: China

This allegorical essay imagines a fictional nineteenth level
of hell beyond the traditional eighteen, using it as a metap
hor for life under an oppressive social and political system.
Unlike the lower levels, this realm has no flames, demons,
or physical torture. Instead, suffering arises through everyd
ay existence. Food, water, air, consumer products, infrastruc
ture, and public institutions become sources of uncertainty
and fear. Truth carries personal cost, while silence becomes
a means of survival. Laws appear to exist, yet power ultima
tely determines justice. Citizens continue pursuing ordinary
aspirations such as housing, healthcare, education, and sec
urity, but gradually feel their dignity and autonomy diminis
hing. Through symbolic conversations with the King of Hell,
the essay argues that the most effective form of control req
uires neither chains nor violence when people come to acce
pt their circumstances as normal and believe no alternative
is possible. The fictional nineteenth level therefore represen
ts not supernatural punishment but a psychological and soc
ial condition sustained by fear, resignation, and the erosion
of trust. Ultimately, the work invites readers to reflect upon
freedom, justice, human dignity, and the importance of reco
gnizing oppressive conditions before they become accepted
as the only imaginable reality.
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Freedom Sculpture Park Marks the Ninth Anniversa
ry of Gao Zhisheng's Disappearance

On August 8, 2026, supporters gathered at Liberty Sculpture
Park in California to commemorate the ninth anniversary of
Chinese human rights lawyer Gao Zhisheng's enforced disa
ppearance. His wife, Geng He, joined democracy advocates,
activists, and concerned observers before the monument
“Looking Up at the Stars™. Participants sang *The Watcher in
the Abyss™, honoring Gao's lifelong defense of vulnerable co
mmunities, legal rights, and religious freedom, while renewi
ng calls for information about his fate.

For many attendees the ceremony honored an admired law
yer. For Geng He, however, the sculpture represented a hus
band she has been unable to meet freely for nine years. Gao
became known for representing vulnerable groups and defe
nding civil and religious liberties. After years of pressure, de
tention, surveillance, and restrictions, he disappeared from
his house confinement in Shaanxi in August 2017. Since
then, human rights organizations and supporters have aski
ng where heis.

The sculpture, created by sculptor Chen Weiming and unvei
led during April 2026, combines symbolic architectural elem
ents with reliefs depicting Gao's writings, Lady Justice, and
people connected with his legal work. Its upward looking po
rtrait expresses hope beyond isolation. Even when separat
ed by walls, distance, and uncertainty, people beneath differ
ent governments still share the same sky. Four months after
attending the unveiling, Geng He returned again, linking the
Sculpture's message of looking upward with the gathering's
theme of steadfast watchfulness.

Against a backdrop of desert, mountains, and open sky, par
ticipants emphasized that remembrance itself resists enfor
ced disappearance. Although many news stories eventually
fade, they argued that persistent public attention prevents
Gao from vanishing from collective memory. After Gao lost
his freedom, relatives, friends, democracy advocates, and
human rights supporters continued speaking on his behalf.
His experience has become more than an individual trage
dy, serving instead as a recognized symbol of the broader sit
uation facing Chinese rights lawyers and defenders.

As the ceremony concluded, the crowd dispersed and silen
ce returned to the desert, yet the monument remained, fac
ing the same sky. Organizers stressed that nine years of dis
appearance should never become nine years of forgetting.
The unanswered question, Where is Gao Zhisheng, continu
es to resonate among those seeking accountability, transpa
rency, and respect for fundamental human rights. Through
song, memory, and public witness, participants expressed
hope that truth, justice, and Gao's eventual fate will one day
be openly revealed, eventually.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Liberty Sculpture Park: The 802nd Jasmine Action
Marks the Ninth Anniversary of Gao Zhisheng's Enf
orced Disappearance

On August 8, 2026, approximately fifty participants gathered
at Liberty Sculpture Park in Yermo, California, to commemo
rate the ninth anniversary of the enforced disappearance of
Chinese human rights lawyer Gao Zhisheng. Organized und
er the banner of the 802nd Jasmine Action, the event broug
ht together members of several overseas democracy organi
zations, including the China Democracy Party, the China Hu
man Rights Alliance, the Federation for a Democratic China,
Gao's wife Geng He, June Fourth survivor Fang Zheng, and
supporters concerned about human rights in China.

After a two hour drive across the Mojave Desert, participan
ts arrived despite temperatures exceeding forty degrees Cel
sius. The park contains memorials dedicated to the 1989 Tia
nanmen movement and other human rights themes. At the
center stood *Looking Up at the Stars*, a monument creat
ed by sculptor Chen Weiming honoring Gao. Its stone found
ation, reliefs depicting his legal work, symbolic figures of jus
tice, and upward facing portrait expressed endurance, hope,
and remembrance beyond isolation. For Geng He, the scul
pture represented the husband she had not seen freely for
nine years.

The ceremony was originally scheduled for midafternoon,
but extreme heat caused cameras, audio equipment, mobile
phones, and communication devices to overheat and shut
down. Organizers postponed the formal program until even
ing. During the delay, participants gathered beneath tempor
ary shade, shared water, and discussed the future of China's
democracy movement. Fang Zheng emphasized that preser
ving hope remained the movement's central mission. He arg
ued that meaningful political change would require support
from people within the existing system while urging particip
ants to safeguard the movement's spirit despite difficult circ
umstances.

As sunset lowered the temperature, the formal gathering be
gan before Gao's monument. Participants sang “The Watch
er in the Abyss*, a song composed in his honor, renewing ca
ls for his immediate release, an end to the persecution of ri
ghts lawyers and prisoners of conscience, and the abolition
of enforced disappearances and secret detention practices.
Speakers stressed that remembrance itself represents resist
ance against forgetting and silence. They argued that public
memory protects victims whose voices have been suppress
ed and encourages continued international attention to unr
esolved human rights concerns in China today and beyond.
Their message linked personal loss with broader demands
for accountability, justice, transparency, and enduring solid
arity.

For the full English version, please visit: www.ZYD1998.com
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Glimmer of Light in the Abyss
— HEBERMAAERTRANA

— To Gao Zhisheng and all those with conscience
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We see a glimmer of light in the darkness

RIEIEEIFIE, TEBS

As he calls out behind the cold walls

B, s

When in despair his faith is unwavering

FIFEX, BOFIEIE

And for justice his glorious heart is forever calling

HE T ER A

Tempered soul can't be chained

ZUN IR BINIGE

And fire tempers an iron heart

TIERE, MEIIARERZ

Being silenced his candle of justice burns fiercely

FH#sH, TTEXRE

Transcending time his thoughts are written in history

HWER, bl

In the endless abyss he stands like a rock

PNFR PRI 75 2

And his torch of hope burns in solitude

ERIIN, AR

Like fire that burns away the frost is his faith

NEEMIEDED

And he fearlessly defends his faith for the truth

—Eht, FIEEEE

We see a glimmer of light in the darkness

RIEIEEIFIE, TEBS

As he calls out behind the cold walls

B, s

When in despair his faith is unwavering

FIFEX, BOFIEIE

And for justice his glorious heart is forever calling

EME S, 7R20BE4T

Even being alone he is like a beacon

RREBR, RIEREBREN

Igniting the night and igniting the dawn

HWER, bl

In the endless abyss he stands like a rock

PNFR PRI 75 22

And his torch of hope burns in solitude

ERIK, WEAEE

Like fire that burns away the frost is his faith

NEEMIEDEM

And he fearlessly defends his faith for the truth

HWER, bl

In the endless abyss he stands like a rock

PUFR PRI 75 22

And his torch of hope burns in solitude

ERIIK, WEAEE

Like fire that burns away the frost is his faith

NEEMIEDEM

He fearlessly defends his faith for the truth

HEIEFEE LN

And with his life pursues the truth
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Send Money with Zelle®

OPPOSITION PARTY INC

Zelle
A EEEKE Zelle S zaiyedang20250625@gmail.com
WERBFRH: Opposition Party INC

(TEEF5E) 2026 £F 7-8 HHEURAIIBA IS BI0T:

1EFREHA BRERSR BREH BRAE
07.21.2026 Changyin Zhao $100.00 BBz S
07.27.2026 Xiaona Zhu $200.00 EmIBEIRER
08.05.2026 Liangjiang Wang $200.00 EEBBIRERX
08.06.2026 Kai Li $200.00 EEIBBRY
08.10.2026 Leyuan Liu $100.00 8BS
08.13.2026 Zheng Cai $100.00 BBz ET
08.15.2026 Yongde Tian $180.00 EEEBBHREES
08.15.2026 Fengge Wang $180.00 EEEPHELEER
08.15.2026 Zegang Yuan $180.00 EREBAREETR
08.15.2026 Xing Wang $180.00 EEBMBHEEER
08.15.2026 Jiawei Wang $15.00 EHEBBELER
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